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Farmingville, NY  – O n  A pril  13 , Supervisor  Ed  Romaine  and  C ounc ilwoman  V alerie  M . C artright  announced  the
dedication of a 46-ac re parcel in Setauket as  the Dr. Lee Koppelman Nature P reserve. The parcel is  heavily wooded
with a variety of tree and shrub spec ies  and unders tory, providing an excellent example of a North Shore dec iduous
fores t. The  property  was  acquired  approximately  45  years  ago  as  pass ive  open  space, and  the  Town  is  in  the
beginning s tages  of pursuing an additional 11  ac res  in the area to add to its  Nature P reserve portfolio. C urrently, the
Town has  dedicated 13  other properties  to the Nature P reserve sys tem, inc luding the nearby Laurel Ridge-Setauket
Woods  Nature  P reserve  along  Belle  Meade  Road  in  Setauket.  P ic tured  at  left  (left  to  right)  are  C ounc ilwoman
C artright, A ssemblyman Steve Englebright, Supervisor Romaine and Dr. and Mrs . Lee Koppelman.

Supervisor Romaine said, “I t is  an honor to recognize Dr. Lee Koppelman, whose legacy of environmental protec tion
far  exceeds  the  46-ac re  parcel  that  we  dedicate  here  today. He  has  guided  planners  for  more  than  50  years  to
preserve open space and protec t our prec ious  ground water. H is  vis ion for the future will benefit the res idents  of Long
Is land for generations  to come.”

C ounc ilwoman C artright said, “From a planning and land use  perspec tive, Lee  Koppelman has  served as  a  defining
force for pos itive change on Long Is land. During his  tenure, he guided munic ipalities  towards  more comprehens ive,
s trategic , and thoughtful approaches  to planning for future generations . H is  contributions  to open space preservation
are invaluable. A dditionally, through his  work in the Univers ity, Dr. Koppelman’s  knowledge and experience has  been
used  to  shape  and  train  s tudents  who  will  continue  this  c ritical  work.  We  thank  Dr.  Koppelman  for  his  vas t
contributions  and service to our community and Long Is land.”

Dr. Lee  Koppelman was  the  firs t  Suffolk  C ounty  P lanner, hired by  the  firs t  C ounty  Executive, H. Lee  Dennison. Dr.
Koppelman served for twenty-eight years  as  county planner and forty-one years  as  regional planner for Nassau and
Suffolk. Today, Dr. Koppelman heads  the C enter for Regional  P olicy  Studies  at the State Univers ity  of New York at
Stony Brook. He is  regarded as  the father of sus tainability on Long Is land, for he was  the firs t of the power players  to
conceptualize the idea of preserving space in the interes t of health and future generations .



Dr. Koppelman has  played a leading role in preserving open space, particularly in the parklands  purchased by Suffolk
C ounty in the early 1970s . He was  an early supporter for the preservation of open space and protec ting farmland in
Suffolk C ounty, leading to Suffolk C ounty being the firs t local government in the nation to es tablish a formal program
to  preserve  farmland  through  the  purchase  of  development  rights . H is  concern  for  the  natural  environment  was
reflec ted by  a  s trong interes t  regarding Long Is land’s  fragile  and vulnerable  sole  source  aquifer, which comprises
Long Is land’s  drinking  water supply. Dr. Koppelman served  with  dis tinc tion as  C hair of the  Town of Brookhaven’s
O pen Space C ommittee from 1999  to 2016, during which time hundreds  of farmland and open space properties  were
identified and approved for public  acquis ition. Today, Dr. Koppelman continues  to head the C enter for Regional P olicy
Studies  at the State Univers ity of New York at Stony Brook.
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